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James Yeramian

From: Nancy Freedman <gjf165@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2023 2:44 PM
To: James Yeramian
Subject: Larry Watts 

Mr. Yermenian, 
 
I am a resident of Brentwood and have been very involved in the community for almost the 50 years I have lived here. I 
chaired the Brentwood Community Council in the term prior to Larry’s.  We worked together and I was privileged to do 
so with such an upstanding personable, knowledgeable gentleman. 
 
Larry Watts is known far and wide in the area as an exceptional person who has served the community and City in 
numerous ways. 
He is currently interested to represent Sullivan Canyon on the MRCA Board of which he is no stranger and no doubt, a 
valuable participant. 
 
Larry always goes the extra mile to help community situations and has participated in many land issues.  He is smart, 
thorough, well liked and reliable.  He is a go to person for many who want mature and decisive answers to questions of 
land disputes and without boring you, has successfully defused many of these situations which can be daunting. 
 
If I can offer other aspects of Larry for a fuller picture, please let me know.  If not, consider the organization fortunate to 
have him serve. He is a fabulous man. 
 
My best, 
 
Nancy Freedman 
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James Yeramian

From: Richard Stein <rstein@uoregon.edu>
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2023 10:17 AM
To: James Yeramian
Subject: Supporting Larry Watts for MRCA representative

Dear Mr. Yermenian, 
 
I have learned that Larry Watts is being considered as MRCA representative for the Sullivan Canyon Preservation Assn. 
Board. I'm writing to give him the strongest possible endorsement. 
 
In brief, no one has worked more tirelessly (or, as far as I can tell, more effectively) for Sullivan Canyon and its 
environmental concerns than Larry.  He is dedicated to the area and to environmentalism more broadly, and has been 
an advocate for both for decades.  Equally important, he is intelligent, articulate, and dogged in his pursuit of causes that 
matter.  To put this another way, he works with the highest professional standards in his volunteer, non‐professional 
roles.  I have observed this first hand as a board member of the Brentwood Community Council (where I also served as 
Treasurer for many years during Larry's Presidency of the BCC).  On the BCC, he is not just a trusted voice:  he is THE 
trusted voice.  And, for that matter, he is trusted to carry through with any actions needed that follow from his personal 
views or our collective decisions:  he's not just our most important board member, he is essentially an in‐house 
attorney‐‐and a valuable one at that. 
 
You could not do better than to appoint Larry in this role. 
 
Don't hesitate to contact me if I can add further details. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Richard Stein 
 
373 N. Kenter Ave. 
 
LA 90049 
 
310‐824‐3382 
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James Yeramian

From: Tom Bates <tomhbates85@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2023 11:36 AM
To: James Yeramian
Subject: Nomination to the MRCA Board

It a pleasure for me to recommend Larry Watts to the Board of Directors. I have known Larry for over 60 years. He has 
excellent judgment, is a hard‐working consensus builder, and would be a great asset for the Board. 
 
Larry has a history of working to save open space. When, as a member of the State Assembly, I passed the conservation 
easement legislation, Larry was a strong supporter and advisor. 
Sincerely, 
Tom Bates 
Former State Legislator and Mayor of Berkeley 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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James Yeramian

From: Daren Reifsneider <darenreif@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2023 9:58 PM
To: James Yeramian
Subject: Larry Watts 

Hi James,  
 
I wanted to reach out to express my support for Larry Watts to represent the Sullivan Canyon Preservation Association 
Board. 
 
I know Larry from the Brentwood Community Council. I’m one of the younger people on the BCC, and Larry has gone out 
of his way to help me whenever I needed clarification or help with something.  
 
Plus. he’s pretty much a legend on the BCC. He founded the Brentwood federation, which eventually turned into the 
BCC, and according to others, he has always played a super active role.  
 
He regularly introduces motions that focus on ways to protect the high‐fire zones and other environmentally‐focused 
goals. 
 
In fact, he’s been such a huge part of the BCC, we are planning a 25‐year anniversary party, and honoring Larry for his 
huge contribution to the community.  
 
But that’s not the main reason I think he would be great in this role (although it speaks to his commitment & 
perseverance). The main reason is that you will not find anyone who knows more about the area. His knowledge of the 
area dates back to a time when Los Angeles looked very different than it does today.  
He has the most fascinating stories of riding his horse, along with other riders from Sullivan canyon to San Vicente & 
Bundy for the annual memorial parade. Or when he had a horses get out and make it all the way to 26th before 
someone caught it.  
 
I was a competitive rider in a former life & LA history buff, so I eat up all Larry’s stories. It’s hard not too. 
 
I apologize this is so long‐.winded, but you really won’t find a better candidate. He’s hard‐working, has vast knowledge 
of the area, and would be perfect in this role.  
 
Thanks for your time, 
Daren Reifsneider 
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James Yeramian

From: Anna Gruben <agruben@lanlt.org>
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2023 9:30 PM
To: James Yeramian
Subject: Letter of Support for Larry Watts, candidate for Sullivan Canyon Preservation Association Board

Dear Mr. Yermenian,   
  
I'm writing to express my enthusiastic support for Larry Watts to represent the Mountains Recreation & 
Conservancy Authority on the Sullivan Canyon Preservation Association Board. I first met Larry in 2014 when I 
became Executive Director at People for Parks, a local environmental nonprofit where he was Board President. 
I think Larry is the hardest working board chair I've ever known. During my time at PFP, he went above and 
beyond to ensure our team had the resources we needed to carry out the organization's mission. Even more, 
he frequently accompanied me in the field, lending legal and technical support in critical meetings with 
stakeholders and decision-makers ranging from LAUSD School Board members to state senators. I enjoyed 
working with him so much that when I became Program Director at the Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust, 
I lobbied for Larry to serve on that group's advisory board, which he now does. Granted, I didn't have to lobby 
too hard. I have no doubt he'll make a wonderful representative for MRCA.  
 
Please don't hesitate to reach out with any questions.   
 
Sincerely,  
Anna Gruben 
 

 
 
Anna Gruben 
Program Director 
(c) 410-889-2986 
1689 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90026 
Website I Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | Donate! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
We acknowledge that we live, work, and learn on the territory of the Tongva/Gabrielino peoples who are the 
traditional land caretakers of Tovaangar (Los Angeles basin, So. Channel Islands). 
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James Yeramian

From: Marylin <mkrell1026@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2023 9:19 PM
To: James Yeramian
Subject: Larry Watts

Dear James: 
I have worked with Larry Watts for many years and whatever he takes on, he excels. Larry has been riding horses and 
has been involved in the preservation of Sullivan Canyon for many years. He would be a vigilant and passionate 
representative of the Sullivan Canyon riding field. 
 
Marylin Krell 
Former president of South Brentwood Residents Assn 
Member, BCC 
Past executive board member, BCC 
Member, San Vicente Specific Plan Design Review Board 
Sent from Mail for Windows 
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James Yeramian

From: cldcolson@gmail.com
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2023 8:15 PM
To: James Yeramian
Subject: Appointment of T. Larry Watts to Board of Directors of Sullivan Canyon Preservation Association 

January 26, 2023 

Attn: James Yeramian, MCRA Hearing Specialist 

Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority Governing Board 

Re: Appointment of T. Larry Watts to Board of Directors of Sullivan Canyon Preservation Association  

Dear MRCA Governing Board: 

It is with great pleasure that I support the nomination of Larry Watts to become the Mountains Recreation and 

Conservation Land Authority’s designated board member on the Sullivan Canyon Preservation Association.   

I have known Larry since the mid‐1970’s when I was a student at UCLA and became one of Sullivan Canyon’s first 

horseback riding instructors.  As is the nature of Sullivan Canyon, we became lifelong friends, united in seeing our 

families and those of his Sullivan Canyon neighbors and others from the local community enjoy the equestrian 

recreational use of Sullivan Canyon’s community riding facility and public trail open spaces.  My sister, who was 

completing her master’s in social work at UCLA, had learned trail building through a BLM program for Youth 

Conservation Corps and led a group of youth construction workers to improve public trail access from Sullivan Canyon 

into the Santa Monica Mountains trail system. Those relationships between families, neighbors, friends and riding 

communities have endured for almost 50 years.  

I can vouch for the fact that Larry represents the true interests of the equestrian community within the Westside 

communities and regional park networks.  He has been affiliated with many neighborhood and equestrian associations, 

always with an open mind, fully approachable in his considerate, congenial, and thoughtful manner. I have always 

admired his tenacity and tenure as well as his fluidity in social, oral, and written communication. He works diligently to 

bring a level‐headed, resourceful, and respectful solution to complex, diverse interests of his clients and member 

associations. 

I cannot think of anyone more qualified to represent the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority on the 

Board of Directors of Sullivan Canyon Preservation Association (SCPA).  He’s a committee member who digs in deep to 

contribute to the betterment of neighborhood associations, task forces and volunteer groups. His history of involvement 

with SCPA, experience with parks and recreation, stewardship conservancies, public access to parks, schools and open 

space combined with his knowledge in land use, real estate and construction litigation will bring depth and dimension to 

the Board.  His comprehensive first‐hand experience and understanding of the evolution of Sullivan Canyon and its 

unique blend of architectural, recreational horse activities and broader Westside communities’ culture will be valued in 

stewarding the interests of Mountains Recreation and Conservation Association with the Sullivan Canyon Preservation 

Association.  

I strongly urge you to support his assignment to the position.  

 

Sincerely yours,  

Carolyn Colson 
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James Yeramian

From: Cyrille <cyrille1@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2023 4:46 PM
To: James Yeramian
Subject: Larry Watts

I have known Mr. Watts for many years. We served on the executive committee of Brentwood Green 
(an organization devoted to raising funds 
and seeing to the implementation of learning gardens on the campus of Brentwood Elementary).  In 
addition to the fact that Mr. Watts lives 
in Sullivan Canyon, he is an organized, dedicated volunteer. I would be ecstatic to have him on any 
committee of which I was as part ! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cyrille Schiff 
1332 Jonesboro Drive 
Ls Angeles, CA 90049 
 
310.490.6061 
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James Yeramian

From: Tori Kjer <tkjer@lanlt.org>
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2023 4:36 PM
To: James Yeramian
Subject: Larry Watts - Sullivan Canyon Designated Representative

Dear Mr. Yermenian, 
I am writing in support of Larry Watts as a designated representative for the conservation easement of the riding field in 
Sullivan Canyon.  
 
I have known and worked with Mr. Watts for nearly a decade. Our work together has been in multiple capacities related 
to parks and open spaces in Los Angeles. Mr. Watts is extremely dedicated to open space preservation, park equity and 
working to ensure all angelenos have access to parks and green space. Additionally, Mr. Watts also brings legal 
experience as a partner with Seyfarth and Shaw. He is an excellent candidate for this role and will take his job as the 
dedicated representative very seriously. I highly recommend Mr. Watts for this position.  
 
If you should have any questions please don't hesitate to reach out to me on my cell at 310‐909‐3891. 
Best, 
Tori 
 
 
    Tori Kjer, PLA, Executive Director (she/her) 
    (c) 310.909.3891 
    1689 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90026 
    Website I Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | Donate! 
   
 
 
 
We acknowledge that we live, work, and learn on the territory of the Tongva/Gabrielino peoples who are the traditional 
land caretakers of Tovaangar (Los Angeles basin, So. Channel Islands).  
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James Yeramian

From: Carolyn Jordan <cjordan@glaserweil.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2023 9:46 AM
To: James Yeramian; James Yeramian
Subject: Larry Watts, nominee for Sullivan Canyon Preservation Board - Endorsement

Dear James ‐ I understand that Mr. Larry Watts is under consideration for the Sullivan Canyon Preservation Board. I 
wanted to share with you my resounding endorsement of Larry for this important position. A lifelong resident of 
Brentwood, I have had the good fortune of getting to know Larry during my tenure over the last ten years volunteering 
for the Brentwood Community Council, which I currently Chair. The MCRA will be well served with Larry as a Board 
Member on the Sullivan Canyon Preservation Board. 
 
Larry is, simply put, one in a million. Gracious, honest, hard working, caring, selfless, always ready to step up and help 
out ‐ there just aren’t many people like Larry around. One of the best things to come from my years volunteering has 
been the privilege to get to know Larry and to count him among my friends. 
 
As for Sullivan Canyon, I have not met a more staunch supporter and defender of Sullivan Canyon. Larry, an avid 
horseman, had dedicated his life to preserving and protecting Sullivan Canyon. He knows its history backward and 
forward. Larry’s volunteer service has been an important piece in preserving Sullivan Canyon to date. When he talks 
about Sullivan Canyon, its history, his life with his family there, you can’t help but fall in love with the Canyon yourself. 
 
I have had the opportunity to witness Larry’s dedication first hand time and time again in protecting Sullivan Canyon, 
from protecting its native trees, to addressing and halting inappropriate development, to serving selflessly on the 
Sullivan Canyon Homeowner’s Board for many years, to his incredibly important role in protecting the riding ring itself. I 
don’t believe there would even be a discussion today regarding a Sullivan Canyon Preservation Association, nor would 
there be a conservation easement held by MRCA, if it weren't for Larry Watts and his pivotal role in protecting the riding 
ring in the first place. 
 
Always looking to give back, Larry was also instrumental in bringing an organization working with special needs 
individuals to the riding ring, providing equine therapy to those dealing with lifelong challenges. 
 
I hope you nominate Larry Watts to the Board of the Sullivan Canyon Preservation Association ‐ we, the canyon and the 
community, need him. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Carolyn Jordan 
 
Note: These are my personal views and not necessarily of any organization I represent. 
 

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email 
security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email defenses with brand protection, security awareness training, web security, 
compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious activity, human 
error and technology failure; and to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website. 



James Yeramian                January 28, 2023 
yeramian@smmc.ca.gov 
Mountains Recreation & Conservancy Authority 

 
Dear Mr. Yeramian, 

It is with great pleasure that I write this letter of recommendation for T. Larry Watts to be 

selected as the representative of MRCA to the Sullivan Canyon Preservation Association Board.   

I have lived in Brentwood for over 25 years and have been active in many of the organizations 

that support the west side of Los Angeles.  I have worked with volunteers, politicians, law 

enforcement, and emergency services.  Over the past 4 years, Larry and I have been on the 

Brentwood Community Council together (BCC).  He has been an outstanding asset to our 

organization.   

Many of the issues dealt with by the BCC can be complicated and politically charged.  Larry has 

a keen eye for detail in assessing the issues before us and a talent for focusing on the core 

issues when needed.  He is invaluable to us in his clear thinking and practical approach to 

solutions.  He is impeccably honest and of the highest integrity. 

He is also a man that is generous with his time and kind heart.  He has been willing to help 

others in a couple of situations that took hours and skillful negotiation to resolve.  He did this 

well with no complaint and was, in each case, able to employ his problem‐solving abilities 

successfully.   

I strongly recommend Larry to represent MRCA.  Larry brings a wealth of experience to further 

the MRCA mission and is an individual who loves Sullivan Canyon.  I cannot think of a better fit 

for accomplishing your goals particularly in the preservation and management of natural and 

urban settings. 

Respectfully, 

Judie Hulett, Ph.D. 
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James Yeramian

From: Ahead With Horses <aheadwithhorses@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, January 28, 2023 10:53 AM
To: James Yeramian
Subject: SCPA Appointee for MRCA

To Whom It May Concern,  
 
We have been told that Larry Watts is one person who has put in an application for the SCPA appointed 
position. Larry Watts, and his wife Happy, have been supporters of AHEAD With Horses for years. They have 
been donating their horse, Minty, to the program for I believe around 10 years. When they got her, they said that 
Minty's first priority would be to work with AHEAD With Horses on Thursdays. They bring her down to the 
field themselves almost every week and pick her back up. If they will be out of town or have something come 
up, they always make arrangements so that Minty will still be able to work with our program.  
 
In addition to their donation of their amazing horse every week (Minty is perfect in our program), they have 
also made numerous financial donations. When the pandemic hit, they asked what they could do, and have been 
sponsoring one of Minty's "coworkers" every month since. We were also told that when we held our second 
annual Ride-A-Thon fundraiser at Sullivan Canyon this December, that since the board was not able to 
underwrite the food truck as they had the previous year, that Larry was one of the board members that decided 
to pay for that out of pocket so that it would still be covered for the event.  
 
We know that the Watts family is very supportive of our non-profit therapeutic vaulting program and thank 
them for all that they do out of the goodness of their hearts.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Michelle Newman, Executive Director 
AHEAD With Horses Inc.  
10157 Johanna Ave.  
Shadow Hills, CA 91040 
(818) 767- 6373  
AWHLA.org 
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James Yeramian

From: Elyse Arbour <Elyse@elysearbour.com>
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2023 6:19 PM
To: James Yeramian
Cc: Elyse Arbour
Subject: Sullivan Canyon Recommendation 

James, 
 
I cannot think of a better person to represent the MRCA than Larry Watts. First of all, he owns a home in Sullivan Canyon 
and has lived there for about 40 years! Larry has been involved in the Brentwood Community for many years. He is on 
the  
Executive Board of the Brentwood Community Council and is a Past President of the organization. Larry is very smart, 
detail oriented, diligent, and very fair in his decision making process. He is a great listener and works well with everyone. 
 
Best, 
Elyse Arbour 
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