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January 25, 2023 
 
Mr. George Lange 
Board Chair 
Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority 
570 West Avenue 26, Suite 100 
Los Angeles, CA 90065 
 
Subject: Letter of Recommendation 
 
Dear Mr. Lange, 
 
I am pleased to recommend Ashley Kaplan for the Mountains Recreation and Conservation 
Authority's Board of Directors. Ashley and I have worked together at The Dorrance Family 
Foundation for the past twelve years. 
 
Ashley is an active leader as Vice President of The Dorrance Family Foundation Board of Directors, 
managing director of DFE Trust Company, and owner and president of Bellisima Ranch, which 
includes two state-of-the-art, full-service horse boarding and training facilities. She is driven by her 
commitment to the mission and purpose of each organization and is exceptional in her ability to 
strategize and manage resources, capital and human, and make critical decisions. 
 
As the Foundation's vice president, managing a $70,000,000 and growing endowment, Ashley plays a 
key leadership role in annual and long-term planning, implementation of strategic programs and 
initiatives, budgeting, and grant distributions. She is a member of the Foundation's investment 
committee, with sharp financial acumen and critical thinking skills. 
 
Ashley is a connected, committed, respected professional and philanthropist who meets people 
where they are. Her years of philanthropic leadership include engagement with and evaluation of 
dozens of conservation organizations and efforts in California and Hawai'i with missions focused on 
the habitat and biodiversity of watersheds and systems, rivers, estuaries and bays, national parks, and 
protected land and waterways. Engagement in these projects means visiting and understanding these 
complex and critical natural spaces and the species that depend on them to survive and thrive, as 
well as the communities, cultures, and individuals they provide for and impact. 
 
She led a three-year conservation program that included the protection of rivers (including the San 
Diego River and Los Angeles River), watersheds, and open spaces in Southern California and 
Hawai'i Island, followed by a three-year Sierra Nevada conservation program and is now a leader of 
the development and implementation of our multi-million-dollar Dorrance Marine Conservation 
Initiative in Southern California and Hawai’i. In developing these programs and initiatives, she spent 
considerable time reviewing research, understanding the leaders in each sector and each region and 
community, reviewing and evaluating proposals, and conducting site visits to understand the threats, 
opportunities, and projects and make informed decisions. She is hands-on, and as an example, hiked 
to a frigid meadow and stream to help collar endangered California red-legged frogs and learn more 
about the research and work to save them and other species vital to the ecosystems and health of the 
Sierra Nevada. She doesn't hesitate to roll up her sleeves and do the hard work. 
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Ashley also stays engaged in her local community through discretionary giving and involvement with 
non-profit organizations that, in addition to conservation, include equine therapy, animal rescue, 
animal search and rescue, education, and children's medical research. 
 
She is an experienced, approachable, and collaborative leader who listens, thinks critically, makes 
sound judgments and quick decisions in difficult situations, and executes successful plans. She is 
centered on values, puts her values into action, and cares deeply about people, animals, and nature. 
She would make an exceptional board member and advocate for your organization. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Carrie Ostroski 
Executive Director 
The Dorrance Family Foundation 
Arizona, California, Hawaiʻi 
Direct: 480-290-1961 
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