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MOUNTAINS RECREATION & CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
Los Angeles River Center and Gardens
570 West Avenue 26, Suite 100
Los Angeles, California  90065
Phone (323) 221-9944  Fax (323) 221-9933

MEMORANDUM

TO: The Governing Board

FROM: Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Hon. ASLA, Executive Officer

DATE: May 6, 2009

SUBJECT: Agenda Item VI: Consideration of resolution  authorizing Boeing to perform
additional target range clean up activities at Sage Ranch Park.

Staff Recommendation: That the Governing Board adopt the attached resolution 
authorizing the Boeing Company to conduct soil sampling, target range  lead-shot
clean-up, and other remediation work at Sage Ranch Park  to address waste and
to protect water quality.

Background: Please see the  attached letter request from the Boeing Company. 
Boeing, and predecessor Rockwell International, have over the years performed a
number of environmental clean up and water monitoring projects on Sage Ranch
Park property with MRCA’s assent. Sage lies immediately north of Boeing’s Santa
Susana Field Lab.  The former Rocketdyne-Atomics International Rifle and Pistol
Club leased from former owner Orrin Sage, Sr. a portion of the southern part of
Sage Ranch for a trap and skeet range employee gun club The gun club operated
for over 30 years until MRCA purchased Sage Ranch in July 1990, when MRCA
shut down the use of the park as a shooting range. Planning for clean up of the gun
range with the then-owner Rockwell then commenced in earnest; and the first 
cooperative clean-up of lead shot 1991-92 involved hand-removal of many tons of
lead shot from soil and rock surfaces.  Subsequently there have been additional
projects to remove more shot, clay target, and other debris, especially as the 2003
fire and rainy seasons uncovered previously buried debris and washed some of it
into the Northern Drainage stream course.  The most recent major Boeing project
utilized vacuum trucks to remove lead and targets from the rocky stream bed, and
excavated a dump site which included old Field Lab discards and ranch debris.  

Boeing’s clean up activities on Sage Ranch Park and the Northern Drainage are
performed under the auspices of the California Department of Toxic Substances
Control (DTSC) , and are designed to  meet requirements of the Regional Water
Quality Control Board.  Granting Boeing permission to proceed with the latest phase
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of clean up activity does not require MRCA to provide funding ( the costs to Boeing
are substantial), but MRCA does need to provide some staff time for consultation
and  oversight  to ensure that park resources are protected to greatest extent. 
Cultural resources must also be protected, and Boeing has been advised to consult
with  a Native American monitor, in addition to the archaeological report they already
have commissioned.  

The check dams/debris basins along the creek are indicated to ensure that if future
rain events uncover even more deeply buried lead shot, that the lead can be
captured and removed more easily.  

The asphalt parking lot  will be removed. 

Boeing requests a release/hold -harmless agreement from MRCA.  




