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May 12, 2009 
 
The Honorable Julia Brownley 
California State Assembly 
State Capitol Building, Room 6011 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 

SUPPORT OF ASSEMBLY BILL 139 
 
Dear Assembly Member Brownley: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority in 
support of Assembly Bill 139 (Brownley).  AB 139 would give the Los Angeles County 
Flood Control District (LACFCD) the authority to impose a fee on property within the 
LACFCD to address pollution in stormwater and urban runoff in full compliance with 
Article XIII D of the California Constitution (Proposition 218). 
 
The Los Angeles region faces critical and very costly stormwater and urban runoff 
pollution challenges.  Runoff containing trash, bacteria, metals and other pollutants 
drain from cities and unincorporated urban areas into streams and waterways, into the 
flood protection system and ultimately to the ocean.  These pollutants negatively impact 
the economy and vitality of all communities in Los Angeles County.  Additionally, 
Federal and State regulations continue to evolve becoming more stringent and complex.  
Finally, the cost to develop, construct and maintain projects to address the pollution in 
runoff continues to increase and it is estimated to be in the hundreds of millions per 
year. 
 
AB 139 is an important first step in the process of establishing a stable and long-term 
revenue stream that would provide for the construction and maintenance of 
improvements to address polluted runoff. 
  
For these reasons, the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority supports AB 
139.  If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Diego Cadena, Deputy Director, 
LACFCD, at (626) 458-4008. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, ASLA (Hon) 
Executive Officer 

 
 
 
Cc: Los Angeles County Flood Control District (Diego Cadena) 


