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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

Corps of Engineers, Ventura Field Office
2151 Alessandro Drive, Suite 110
Ventura, CA 93001

July 10, 2009

REPLY TO

ATTENTION OF:

Office of the Chief
Regulatory Division

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY NATIONWIDE PERMIT AUTHORIZATION

Tom Larson

Muranaka Farms

P.O. Box 189

Moorpark, California 93020

Dear Mr. Larson:

This is in reply to your application (File No. SPL-2006-01159-JWM) dated
November 2, 2008, for a Department of the Army Permit to discharge fill into waters of
the U.S., in association with the Muranaka Farm Habitat Restoration and Monitoring
Plan (HRMP). The proposed work would take place in Arroyo Las Posas near the
community of Somis, Ventura County, California.

Based on the information you have provided, the Corps of Engineers has
determined that your proposed activity complies with the enclosed terms and
conditions of Nationwide Permit No. 27 Aquatic Habitat Restoration, Establishment, and
Enhancement Activities, as described in enclosure 1.

Specifically, you are authorized to restore 17.73 acres of active floodplain in
accordance with the “Habitat Restoration and Monitoring Plan” prepared by West Coast
Environmental and Engineering and dated October 28, 2008, including the following

activities:

1. Grading the restoration site to approximate contours and elevations as they

existed in 2004;
2. removal of non-native vegetation;
3. realigning the existing “grassed waterway” currently bisecting the restoration

area;
4. revegetating with native species (seed, cutting and container stock) according to
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the planting plan in the HRMP.

Furthermore, you must comply with the following non-discretionary Special

Conditions:

Special Conditions:

1.

The Permittee shall restore 17.73 acres of floodplain along Arroyo Las Posas as
described in the HRMP dated October 28, 2008, and prepared by West Coast
Environmental and Engineering. The Permittee retains ultimate legal responsibility
for meeting the requirements of the final mitigation plan. Detailed mitigation
objectives, performance standards, and monitoring requirements are described in the
HRMP. Any requirements for financial assurances and/or long-term management
provisions are also described in the above final mitigation plan, as well as in special
condition 3, below. '

Your responsibility to complete the required compensatory mitigation as set forth in
Special Condition 1 will not be considered fulfilled until you have demonstrated
compensatory mitigation project success and have received written verification of
that success from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

The Permittee shall record a Conservation Easement (CE in a form approved by the
Corps, which shall run with the land, obligating the Permittee, its successors and
assigns to protect and maintain the 17.73-acre mitigation area (as shown in Figure 4 of
the HRMP) as natural open space in perpetuity. The CE must include a 3rd party
easement holder qualified to hold easements pursuant to California Civil Code 815.3
and Government Code section 65965. The Permittee must provide monies in the
form of an endowment (endowment amount to be determined by Property Analysis
Record or similar methodology) for the purposes of fulfilling the 3rd party easement
holder’s responsibilities under the CE. The CE shall preclude establishment of fuel
modification zones, paved public trails, drainage facilities, walls, maintenance access
roads and/or future easements, except as provided in the Project Description
(described herein). Further, to the extent practicable, any such facilities outside the
CE shall be sited to minimize indirect impacts on the avoided, created, restored and
enhanced wetland and non-wetland waters of the U.S. Prior to its execution and
within six months of issuance of this permit, the Permittee shall submit a draft CE to
the Corps for review. The Permittee shall receive written approval (by letter or e-
mail) from the Corps of this CE prior to it being executed and recorded. No later than
30 calendar days after receiving Corps approval of the final draft CE, the CE shall be
executed and recorded and a recorded copy furnished to the Corps.



4 The Permittee shall clearly mark the limits of the workspace with flagging or similar
means to ensure mechanized equipment does not enter preserved waters of the U.S.
and riparian wetland/habitat areas shown on Figure 4 of the HRMP. Adverse
impacts to‘'waters of the U.S. beyond the Corps-approved construction footprint are
not authorized. Such impacts could result in permit suspension and revocation,
administrative, civil or criminal penalties, and/or substantial, additional,
compensatory mitigation requirements

5.  Within 45 calendar days of completion of authorized work in waters of the U.S,, the
Permittee shall submit to the Corps a post-project implementation memo indicating
the date authorized impacts to waters of the U.S. ceased.

This letter of verification is valid through July 10, 2011. All nationwide permits
expire on March 18, 2012. Itis incumbent upon you fo remain informed of changes to
the nationwide permits. If the Corps of Engineers modifies, reissues; or-revokes any -
nationwide perrriit at an earlier date, we will issue a public notice a:hndﬁnéing the
changes. '

A nationwide permit does not grant any property rights or exclusive privileges.
Also, it does not authorize any injury to the property or rights of others or authorize
interference with any existing or proposed Federal project. Furthermore, it does not
obviate the need to obtain other Federal, state, or local authorizations required by law.

Thank you for participating in our regulatory program. If you have any questions,
please contact me at 805-585-2147 or via e-mail at Antal.].Szijj@usace.army.mil.

Sincerely,

Antal Szijj
Senior Project Manager
North Coast Branch

Enclosure

¢f: CDFG, Atin: J. Humble
EPA, Attn: M. Butterwick
Aspen Environmental, Attn: J. Varonin



LOS ANGELES DISTRICT
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY NATIONWIDE PERMIT

Permit Number: SPL-2006-01159-]WM
Name of Permittee:  Muranaka Farms, Tom Larson

Date of Issuance: July 10, 2009

Upon completion of the activity authorized by this permit and any mitigation
required by the permit, sign this certification and return it to the following address:

U.S Army Corps of Engineers

Regulatory Division

ATTN: CESPL-RG-SPL-2006-01159-JWM
Ventura Field Office
2151 Alessandro Drive, Suite 110
Ventura, CA 93001

Please note that your permitted activity is subject to a compliance inspection by
an Army Corps of Engineers representative. If you fail to comply with this nationwide
permit you may be subject to permit suspension, modification, or revocation procedures
as contained in 33 CFR 330.5 or enforcement procedures such as those contained in 33
CFR 326.4 and 326.5.

I hereby certify that the work authorized by the above referenced permit has
been completed in accordance with the terms and conditions of the said permit, and
required mitigation was completed in accordance with the permit condition(s).

Signature of Permittee Date





