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MEMORANDUM

TO: The Governing Board

FROM: Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Hon. ASLA, Executive Officer

DATE: January 7, 2009

SUBJECT: Agenda Item XII: Consideration of resolution authorizing entering into a
Project Agreement with the Los Angeles County Regional Park and Open
Space District for Ballona Creek Projects.

Staff Recommendation: That the Governing Board adopt the attached resolution
authorizing entering into a Project Agreement with the Los Angeles County Regional
Park and Open Space District for Ballona Creek projects in the amount of
$1,500,000.00

Background: On November 17, 2008 the governing board of the Baldwin Hills
Regional Conservation Authority (BHRCA) took action to assign its right to apply for
some of its Section 3(b)(2) and Section 24(b) and (c) of the Safe Neighborhood
Parks Proposition of 1996 (Proposition A) funds to the Mountains Recreation and
Conservation Authority  for the following capital projects: Milton Street Park, Ballona
Creek to Parks Connection Loop, and Ballona Creek entrance improvements at
Sepulveda, Inglewood, and McConnell Boulevards. 

The Milton Street Project is a 1.2-acre parcel owned by the BHRCA that is
immediately adjacent to the Ballona Creek Trail and Bike Path and across Milton
Street from the Del Rey Middle School. MRCA held a series of community design
workshops to determine the best park amenities for the parcel. The funding will be
used to prepared construction documents and implement a park project that will
include native planting, stormwater improvements, and  recreational and educational
amenities. Partial matching funding has been granted to the MRCA by Baldwin Hills
Conservancy and State Coastal Conservancy for this project.

The Ballona Creek to Parks Connection Loop is currently in a conceptual phase and
when completed will create a trail connection from the Ballona Creek Trail and Bike
Path to the Baldwin Hills Scenic Overlook and the Culver City Park. These trail
improvements will include a new street connection to the Ballona Creek Trail and
Bike Path at the existing Higuera Street bridge, and signage and gateways in
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between the Creek and nearby parks in the Baldwin Hills. This project requires
coordination with California State Parks, City of Culver City, Baldwin Hills
Conservancy, and State Coastal Conservancy.  Partial matching funding has been
granted to the MRCA through the Environmental Enhancement Mitigation  Program
administered through the State Resources Agency.

The Ballona Creek entrance improvements project will transform three existing
entrances to the Ballona Creek Trail and Bike Path. The entrance improvements will
include native landscaping, educational signage and recreational amenities to
encourage and support users of the Ballona Creek Trail and Bike Path. Partial
matching funding has been granted to the MRCA through Proposition A.


