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MEMORANDUM

TO: The Governing Board

FROM: Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Hon. ASLA, Executive Officer

DATE: November 5, 2008

SUBJECT: Agenda Item XIII: Consideration of resolution authorizing acceptance of
development-related donations and in-lieu mitigation fees up to $4,000,000 for
habitat restoration and land acquisition purposes. 

Staff Recommendation: That the Governing Board adopt the attached resolution
authorizing 1) the acceptance of development-related donations and In-Lieu
mitigation fees up to $4,000,000 for habitat restoration and land acquisition
purposes, and 2) such budget amendments as may be necessary to implement
these actions.

Background: Currently, the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy (Conservancy)
and the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority (MRCA) participate in “In-
Lieu Fee” programs with the California Department of Fish and Game, United States
Army Corps of Engineers and Regional Water Quality Control Board, in which
mitigation is required from third parties to offset impacts to riparian habitat.  This In-
Lieu Fee Riparian Restoration Program is administered by the MRCA.  The fees are
spent to acquire, create, restore or enhance riparian areas on Conservancy or
MRCA owned or controlled land or to acquire property suitable for future riparian
habitat creation, restoration, enhancement or preservation.  

On March 3, 2004, the MRCA adopted Resolution No. 04-26 which authorized the
acceptance of individual In-Lieu Fee restoration project payments of up to
$1,000,000.  One developer has paid $650,275 to the MRCA for mitigation for
mitigation regarding a single development.  Recently, the MRCA has received
several inquiries about providing mitigation for single projects that would generate
mitigation fees up to $3,500,000.  Additional general authority to accept such fees
is necessary to maximize the MRCA’s ability to take advantage of In-Lieu Fee
mitigation opportunities on a timely basis.


