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MEMORANDUM

TO: The Governing Board

FROM: Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Hon. ASLA, Executive Officer

DATE: November 5, 2008

SUBJECT: Agenda Item X: Consideration of resolution authorizing (a) the application or
co-application for grant funds from the California River Parkways Grant
Program under the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood
Control, River and Coastal Protection Bond Act of 2006 (Proposition 84) for
the Trancas Lagoon Acquisition Project; (b)entering into a grant agreement;
(c) acceptance of said funds and other public and private funds; (d)
acquisition of said property; and (e) authorizing property transfer to the
National Park Service, Malibu.   

Staff Recommendation: That the Governing Board adopt the attached resolution
authorizing (a) the application or co-application for grant funds from the California
River Parkways Grant Program under the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and
Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Bond Act of 2006 (Proposition
84) for the Trancas Lagoon Acquisition Project; (b)entering into a grant agreement;
(c) acceptance of said funds and other public and private funds; (d) acquisition of
said property; and (e) authorizing property transfer to the National Park Service,
Malibu.  

 
Background: The Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control,
River and Coastal Protection Bond Act of 2006 (Proposition 84) authorized $62
million to the State of California Resources Agency for the acquisition, protection
and development of river parkways in accordance with the California River
Parkways Act of 2004.  Program goals for River Parkways are (1) protecting and
restoring riparian and riverine habitat; and (2) directly improving the quality of life in
California by providing important recreational, open space, wildlife, flood
management, water quality, and urban waterfront revitalization benefits to
communities in the State. 

The Resources Agency is administering the River Parkway grants Program.  The
“Grant Guidelines” require that applicants submit an Authorizing Resolution from the
applicant’s governing body.  Applications for the funding are due November 12,
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2008.  MRCA staff is not directly participating in the application for the Trancas Lagoon
Acquisition Project described below. Because the National Park Service is ineligible to
apply for the grant and the Santa Monica Mountains Resource Conservation District is less
geared implementing such grants, as a courtesy to both agencies the MRCA would submit
the application and acquire the property if adequate funding is made available.  The
property is intended to be transferred to the National Park Service as soon as possible. 

Trancas Lagoon Acquisition Project

The subject approximately fifteen-acre property is located just upstream from Pacific Coast
Highway where the highway crosses Trancas Creek.  Trancas Creek is one of the premier
perennial streams in the Santa Monica Mountains.  Most of the upstream watershed is fee
simple land owned and administered by the National Park Service.   The lagoon is a unique
feature and a potential critical component for both the reintroduction of steelhead trout and
tidewater Gobi fishes.   Fortunately the owner has moved slowly with developing the
property, and there is a unique opportunity to acquire the property.  The lead with the
landowner will all be handled by the NPS and SMMRCD staff.   Acquisition of the property
would be a major achievement in land protection for the Santa Monica Mountains National
Recreation Area.


