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MEMORANDUM

TO: The Governing Board

FROM: Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Hon. ASLA, Executive Officer

DATE: October 1, 2008

SUBJECT: Agenda Item XII: Consideration of resolution authorizing (a) entering into a
Project Agreement with the Los Angeles Regional Park and Open Space
District to acquire APN 2572-028-029 (approximately 8.5 acres) and (b)
acquisition of said parcel using 5th District Proposition A Excess Funds, in
the Barras and La Tuna Canyon watershed divide adjacent to the Verdugo
Hills Golf Course, Los Angeles.  

Staff Recommendation: That the Governing Board adopt the attached resolution
authorizing (a) entering into a Project Agreement with the Los Angeles Regional
Park and Open Space District to acquire APN  2572-028-029   (approximately 8.5
acres) and (b) acquisition of said parcel using up to $200,000 of 5th District
Proposition A Excess Funds.
  
Background:   The subject 8.5 acres is located in the portion of the Verdugo
Mountains north of the 210 Freeway.  The attached aerial photograph shows the
southern boundary touching the freeway.  The northern boundary is City-owned
Haines Canyon Park and a small residential subdivision.  The western boundary
abuts the Bagdesarian property that the Mountains Recreation and Conservation
Authority (MRCA) and the City of Los Angeles are currently acquiring with
combination of Proposition A Excess Funds and City Proposition K funds.  The
eastern property boundary hosts natural open space that is part of the Verdugo Hills
Golf Course.

In short the property is a fully functional part of the Verdugo Mountains ecosystem
that will always be connected to other large natural areas.  For example even if the
Verdugo Hills Golf Course is ever developed, the western and northern portions of
that ownership will remain open space.  It the golf course becomes permanent
public open space, the property is critical to keep the course connected to the
ecosystem.  The property contains high quality mixed northern chaparral and coast
live oak woodland.  A small moist draw bisects the center of the property.  In the
future a trail from the golf course to Haines Canyon park would be a great public
amenity.  The property also provides significant viewshed to the 210 Freeway.



Agenda Item XII
October 1, 2008
Page 2

The property has been in the Hostetter Family for decades, and they are willing to sell it
below the market value to ensure its permanent protection.  The Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors approved the use of up to $200,000 of Proposition A Excess Funds to
acquire the property approximately ten days ago.  The parcel is prime open space that will
provide widespread viewshed, ecological, watershed and future recreational benefits.


