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MEMORANDUM

TO: The Governing Board

FROM: Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Hon. ASLA, Executive Officer

DATE: August 15, 2008

SUBJECT: Agenda Item XV:  Consideration of resolution amending Resolution No. 07-158
to additionally authorize (a) acceptance of assignment of 1992 Proposition A
funds for Escondido Canyon from the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
and use of said funds to acquire APN 4467-003-031;  (b) fee simple sale of
APN 4467-003-031 with deed restrictions to the owner of 4456-004-071 for full
appraised value; and retention of conservation/trail easements over the
majority of APN 4467-003-031 for the Coastal Slope Trail, Malibu .  

Staff Recommendation: That the Governing Board adopt the attached resolution
amending Resolution No. 07-158 to additionally authorize (a) acceptance of
assignment of 1992 Proposition A funds for Escondido Canyon from the Santa
Monica Mountains Conservancy and use of said funds to acquire APN 4467-003-
031; (b) fee simple sale of APN 4467-003-031 with deed restrictions to the owner
of 4465-004-071 for full appraised value; and (c) the retention of conservation/trail
easements over the majority of APN 4467-003-031 for the Coastal Slope Trail.

Background: This proposed action is designed to supplement a series of existing
Governing Board resolutions that provide authorization to acquire both easements
and  fee simple land interests to implement the Coastal Slope Trail and protect
habitat between Latigo and Ramirez Canyons. 

 Resolution 07-158 (attached) authorizes the acquisition of APN 4467-003-031 that
straddles the Ramirez - Escondido Canyon ridgeline.  It also authorizes the transfer
of both fee simple and easement interests in the property to the owner of APN 4465-
004-071 (see attached staff report from November 7, 2007).  However, when
Resolution 07-158 was adopted, it was contemplated that the Mountains Recreation
and Conservation Authority (MRCA) would retain a majority of the fee simple
interest in APN 4467-003-031 and conservation easements over smaller sections.
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As the deal is currently contemplated, the opposite would be the outcome.  The MRCA
would now initially acquire APN 4467-003-031 in fee simple, retain conservation/trail
easements over the majority of the six acre parcel, and sell the fee interest to the owner
of APN 4465-004-071.  This is a different approach, with a similar outcome, but warrants
additional authorization.

Based on the requirements of the sellers, the acquisitions of  APN 4467-003-031 and APN
4465-004-071 are interdependent and require more involved exchanges.  This has been
a longstanding negotiation and the proposed methodology appears to be the only way to
consummate a transaction with both sellers simultaneously.  Both parcels are necessary
to achieve a continuous trail alignment between Ramirez Canyon Park and Escondido
Canyon Park.

The final additional authorization allows the use of stranded Proposition A 1992 funds
controlled by the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy do be used by the  MRCA for the
acquisition of APN 4467-003-03.  This is supplemental funding that stretches the remaining
Coastal Slope Trail funding to be used for other parcels.


