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MEMORANDUM

TO: The Governing Board

FROM: Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Hon. ASLA, Executive Officer

DATE: August 6, 2008

SUBJECT: Agenda Item V(f): Consideration of resolution authorizing acceptance of an
approximately eight-acre conservation easement over APN 700-0-070-470 in
the Little Sycamore Canyon watershed, unincorporated Ventura County. 

Staff Recommendation: That the Governing Board adopt the attached resolution
Consideration of resolution authorizing acceptance of an approximately eight-acre
conservation easement over APN 700-0-070-470 in the Little Sycamore Canyon
watershed, unincorporated Ventura County.

Background: Staff has been attempting to secure conservation easements for
projects in Ventura County for some time.  Generally, Ventura County is not
aggressive in requiring conservation easements to mitigate ecologically and visually
damaging projects.  The subject case just inland of Pacific Coast Highway at the
mouth of Little Sycamore Canyon produced a substantial requirement for a
conservation easement through a combination of Planning staff pushing and owner
cooperation.

The project is on an 80-acre ownership in pristine area.  An attached aerial
photograph shows the context of the proposed 8-acre conservation easement within
the larger land holding.  The legal description and plot map of the easement are also
attached.

The applicants are eager to complete the transaction with the Mountains Recreation
and Conservation Authority (MRCA) as a last condition to be able to occupy their
home.  

Staff will continue to work with the Ventura County Planning Department to exact
commensurate conservation easements.  The subject project has a long driveway
with impacts that warranted permanent protect of onsite land.


