






FIGURE 5.1-30a

Existing Conditions - Malibu Bluffs
Malibu Parks Public Access Enhancement Plan Public Works Plan Draft EIR

Existing View Looking North from Malibu Road toward Malibu Bluffs (See Photo 53 on Index Map)
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FIGURE 5.1-30b

Visual Simulation - Malibu Bluffs
Malibu Parks Public Access Enhancement Plan Public Works Plan Draft EIR

Photo 48: North View from Malibu Road of Proposed Parking Area 4.
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would not be visible from Pacific Coast Highway. The proposed campsites would not be 
visible from Malibu Road as the sites are setback approximately 100 feet from the bluff face. 
Figure 5.1-19 provides a view from Malibu Road looking northeast toward the Malibu Bluffs 
property. Due to the steep bluff face along Malibu Road, Camping Area 4 would not be 
visible from Malibu Road below. 
 
However, the proposed improvements would be visible from the City’s Malibu Bluffs Park 
(see Figure 5.1-27). Even so, the proposed improvements would be sited and designed to  
minimize visibility consistent with the Plan’s Visual Resources Policies and Implementation 
Measures and Chapter 6 of the City of Malibu’s Local Implementation Plan, which may 
include vegetation screening, use of natural colors that are compatible with the surrounding 
landscape, use of the topography and dense vegetation of the area to naturally screen the 
areas from public views, and employ natural materials that blend with the surrounding earth 
materials and landscape. Furthermore, with the exception of the restroom the proposed 
tent camping would occur on a temporary basis, further minimizing the potential for 
intrusion into the public viewshed of this area from the City’s Malibu Bluff Park.   
 
As a result, potential impacts on the change in visual character from implementation of 
Camping Area 4 would be considered less than significant. 
 
Camping Area 5 
 
Camp Area 5 is proposed on the southern-most portion of the east bluff and would include 
3 standard campsites (see Figure 2-18e).  A pedestrian foot bridge would cross an unnamed 
drainage approximately 50 feet north of Malibu Road; the bridge would span the drainage 
and no improvements within the drainage are anticipated.  The proposed campsites and 
footbridge would not be visible from Pacific Coast Highway as they are located 
downgradient approximately 50 feet or more. Although the foot bridge would likely be 
visible from Malibu Road, the proposed campsites would not be visible from Malibu Road as 
the sites are setback a minimum 60 feet from the bluff face. Figure 5.1-19 provides a view 
from Malibu Road looking upward toward the proposed Camping Area 5. As mentioned 
above, the proposed campsites would be setback from the bluff face to ensure that the 
campsites and restroom are not visible from Malibu Road. 
 
The proposed campsites would be visible from the City’s Malibu Bluffs Park (see Figure 5.1-
27). However, the proposed improvements would be sited and designed to minimize 
visibility consistent with the Plan’s Visual Resources Policies and Implementation Measures 
and Chapter 6 of the City of Malibu’s Local Implementation Plan, which may include 
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vegetation screening, use of natural colors that are compatible with the surrounding 
landscape, use of the topography and dense vegetation of the area to naturally screen the 
areas from public views, and employ natural materials that blend with the surrounding earth 
materials and landscape. Furthermore, the proposed tent camping would occur on a 
temporary basis, further minimizing the potential for intrusion into the public viewshed of 
this area from the City’s Malibu Bluff Park.   
 
As a result, potential impacts on the change in visual character from implementation of 
Camping Area 5 would be considered less than significant. 
 
Picnic Area 
 
A new day-use picnic area is proposed on the Bluffs as illustrated in Figure 2-18e. The new 
day-use area would be located on the lower portion of the east bluff. The proposed day-
use area would be improved with picnic amenities and would be accessed from Malibu 
Road or the upper east bluff via an existing trail. Due to the topography of the area and the 
siting of the proposed day-use area, visibility of the proposed picnic area would not be 
visible from Pacific Coast Highway, Malibu Road, or the City’s Malibu Bluffs Park. 
 
Furthermore, the proposed improvements would be sited and designed to minimize 
visibility consistent with the Plan’s Visual Resources Policies and Implementation Measures 
and Chapter 6 of the City of Malibu’s Local Implementation Plan, which may include 
vegetation screening, use of natural colors that are compatible with the surrounding 
landscape, use of the topography and dense vegetation of the area to naturally screen the 
areas from public views, and employ natural materials that blend with the surrounding earth 
materials and landscape. Furthermore, the proposed tent camping would occur on a 
temporary basis, further minimizing the potential for intrusion into the public viewshed of 
this area from the City’s Malibu Bluff Park.   
 
As a result, potential impacts on the change in visual character from implementation of 
picnic area would be considered less than significant. 
 
Trail System  
 
The Plan would construct major components of an expansive trail system planned for the 
Malibu coastal area and the larger Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area 
(SMMNRA), thus connecting a number of federal and state-owned parklands in the Plan 
area. The proposed trail improvements would complete trail connections for the Coastal 
Slope Trail and its ultimate connection to the Beach to Backbone Trail (in Corral Canyon), 
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which would provide access to and between adjacent urban areas of Los Angeles and 
Ventura Counties, the larger SMMNRA, and to the shoreline within the City of Malibu (see 
Figure 2-20). The proposed Plan also includes trails proposed in accordance with current 
accessibility guidelines and technical requirements. Proposed accessible trails connect with 
other proposed accessible facilities, including campsites, restrooms, and parking areas. 
 
Many of the proposed trail alignments (Coastal Slope Trail and feeder trails) are generally 
consistent with the approximate alignments identified in other planning documents, 
including City of Malibu-Malibu Trails System (2004), City of Malibu Local Coastal Program, 
and the Draft Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area (SMMNRA) Interagency 
Trail Management Plan. 
 
In designing the trail alignments, the project civil engineer for the Plan referenced the June 
2006 Park and Trail Accessibility Design Guidelines, prepared by Moore Iacofano Goltsman, Inc. 
and the United States Forest Service Standard Specifications for Construction and Maintenance of 
Trails (1996) to supplement specific design criteria commonly used by the National Park 
Service, California State Parks, the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority, and 
the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy for new trail construction.  The trail design 
would utilize established trail corridors and follow natural contours wherever feasible.  Due 
to the secluded nature of the proposed trail system, variations in the natural topography 
and existing vegetation that would be retained in the Plan area, the planned minor trail 
improvements would not be visible from the majority of public viewsheds within the Plan 
area.  
 
However, some proposed trails would be visible from surrounding areas due to their more 
visible location as they traverse relatively steep canyon terrain. Figures 5.1-21 and 5.1-22 
provide visual simulations of the proposed trails at Ramirez Canyon Park. As shown in the 
figures, the proposed Ramirez Canyon – Trail 1a would be visible from certain vantage 
points along Kanan Dume Road and Ramirez Canyon Road. 
 
However, given the limited visibility of a vast majority of the proposed trail improvements 
due to the topography of the Plan area and design and siting of the proposed improvements 
to minimize visibility, specific project design features, and compliance with the Plan’s 
proposed Visual Resources policies and implementation measures and Chapter 6 of the 
City’s LIP, potential impacts on the change in visual character in the Plan area from trail 
implementation would be considered less than significant. 
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Mitigation Measures 
 
The following mitigation measure is recommended to further minimize the potential visual 
resource impacts from implementation of the proposed water tanks, emergency fire 
shelters, and fire truck storage sheds located in the Plan area.  
 
MM VIS-1.1 Restroom facilities, water tanks, emergency fire shelters, and fire 

truck storage sheds shall be designed with colors that are compatible 
with the surrounding landscape and native, drought tolerant 
landscape screening shall be used to minimize visibility of the 
structures. 

 
MM VIS-1.2 To reduce potential impacts on blue-water ocean views from Pacific 

Coast Highway, Parking Area 3 shall be constructed a minimum  3-
feet below road grade of Pacific Coast Highway which would have the 
effect of “lowering” the height of the emergency fire shelter, water 
tank, and restroom structures.  This shall occur within the same 
footprint of the proposed Parking Area 3. In addition, the proposed 
restroom, water tank and emergency fire shelter shall be relocated 
within the Parking Area 3 existing footprint to minimize impacts on 
blue-water ocean views and visibility from Pacific Coast Highway. 

 
MM VIS-1.3 Stepped or terraced retaining walls with planting in between shall be 

used to support parking areas, where feasible. Stepped or terraced 
retaining walls shall not exceed twelve feet in height.  If stepped or 
terraced retaining walls are determined infeasible, a small planter area 
shall be placed in front of the retaining wall, to allow for planting of 
shrubs, vines, etc. to visually screen the wall. 

 
  Plan Requirement and Timing: Geotechnical, structural, and 

engineering analyses shall be conducted consistent with this 
mitigation, and any recommendations resulting therefrom, shall be 
prepared and submitted to MRCA for review and approval prior to 
soil disturbance activity.  Applicable recommendations shall be 
identified on the grading, construction, and restoration plans for each 
phase. 
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  Monitoring:  Prior to grading, MRCA shall review Geotechnical, 
structural, and engineering analyses and shall review final grading, 
construction, and restoration plans to ensure consistency with the 
technical recommendations. MRCA staff shall inspect construction 
sites during construction to verify compliance with this requirement. 

 
Residual Impacts 
 
Implementation of the Plan’s Visual Resource Policies and accompanying Visual Resource 
Implementation Measures, including mitigation measures MM VIS-1.1, MM VIS-1.2, and MM 
VIS-1.3 would reduce potential impacts on aesthetics and visual resources to less than 
significant (Class II). 
 
Impact VIS-2: Implementation of the Plan’s proposed improvements 

would not substantially damage scenic resources, including, 
but not limited to trees, rock outcroppings, and historic 
buildings within view of a state scenic highway; associated 
impacts would be less than significant.  

 
The Plan includes future development of “low-impact” camp sites, self-contained restroom 
facilities, water tanks, emergency fire shelters, fire truck storage shed, trails, and expanded 
parking facilities. The proposed Plan requires that site selection and design be considered 
when locating and designing the proposed camping and new park support facilities to 
protect the existing visual character of parklands and to minimize alteration of natural 
landforms. The Plan’s improvements would require minor grading for new trails and park 
facilities. Trails are to be located and designed to utilize established trail corridors and to 
follow natural contours wherever feasible. However, due to the secluded nature of the 
proposed improvement areas, variations in the natural topography and existing vegetation 
that would be retained onsite, the planned minor improvements and necessary grading 
would not be visible from the majority of public viewsheds along Pacific Coast Highway, a 
state designated eligible scenic highway, or from Kanan Dume Road, Latigo Canyon Road, 
and Corral Canyon Road, which are locally designated scenic highways within the Plan area.  
 
Furthermore, the park-specific site design layouts utilize the most level portions of the park 
areas to minimize grading and landform alteration, and specifically utilize park areas 
presently screened from public views by natural topography and/or existing vegetation. 
Necessary grading would be designed to follow the natural contours of proposed 
improvement areas to minimize disturbed areas and timely vegetation restoration of 
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disturbed areas with native plant species would minimize any potential visual impacts 
associated with grading.  
 
The proposed Plan includes a Tree Protection Plan (see Appendix F) prepared specifically for 
the Plan that includes site-specific mitigation measures to minimize potential visual impacts 
from implementation of the Plan’s proposed improvements. The Tree Protection Plan 
identified 369 native trees in proximity to the proposed Plan improvements, of which 184 
native trees would be subject to some level of disturbance. The remaining native trees are 
located well-outside the limits of disturbance. The 174 trees that are closest to the 
proposed improvements are expected to be preserved in place, with the exception of 10 
trees. The Tree Protection Plan includes several mitigation measures (e.g., tree replacement 
and monitoring, protective fencing, use of hand held tools) that have been incorporated 
into the Plan as mitigation measures (see Section 5.4, Biological Resources).  
 
In addition, the proposed Plan includes many other project design features that are 
supported by the specific visual resource policies and implementation measures discussed 
above. For instance, the environmental sensitive habitat area implementation measures (e.g., 
ESHA Implementation Measures 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, and 16), and the implementation measures 
listed below require new development to be sited and designed consistent with the City of 
Malibu’s Local Coastal Program policies of the Land Use Plan and development standards of 
the Local Implementation Plan.  
 

Trails Implementation Measure 8: Trails shall be located, designed, and maintained 
to avoid or minimize impacts to ESHA and other coastal resources by utilizing established 
trail corridors, following natural contours, and avoiding naturally vegetated areas with 
significant native plant species to the maximum extent feasible. Trail construction resulting 
in unavoidable impacts to ESHA may be permitted if found consistent with all applicable 
resource protection policies of the Malibu Parks Public Access Enhancement Plan Overlay, 
the City of Malibu Local Coastal Program and the Coastal Act. 

 
Overnight Camp Implementation Measure 4: Campsites shall be located to take 
advantage of the unique and diverse resources of Ramirez Canyon Park, Escondido Canyon 
Park, Latigo Trailhead property, Corral Canyon Park, and Malibu Bluffs Open Space, and 
to facilitate disabled access where possible.  To the maximum extent feasible, campsites 
shall be located in previously disturbed areas (except those described in Policy 3.6 of the 
City of Malibu Land Use Plan) to minimize impacts to ESHA and other coastal resources. 

 
Overnight Camp Implementation Measure 6: Campsites shall be located in areas 
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of level terrain, as much as feasible, to avoid the need for grading and the need for 
excessive maintenance requirements that may be necessary for substantially altered sites. 
Exceptions to this specific requirement shall be provided for campsites specifically designed 
to facilitate disabled access, in which case grading shall be minimized to the maximum 
extent feasible, and the development will still need to satisfy other resource protection 
requirements. 

 
Overnight Camp Implementation Measure 8: Campsites shall be located to avoid 
the need for new construction in undisturbed and remote habitat areas and impacts 
associated with grading and vegetation removal to the maximum extent feasible; however, 
where feasible, campsites should be located in areas where vegetation provides a natural 
buffer between campsites and trail corridors. Where necessary, native vegetation, of local 
genetic stock, shall be planted to provide a buffer between campers and trail users and to 
screen camp facilities from adjacent trails, parking areas, and day use facilities. 

 
Overnight Camp Implementation Measure 9: Campsites shall be provided with 
limited, necessary support facilities to support overnight use of the sites including, where 
appropriate, picnic tables, water, self-contained chemical/composting restrooms, and shade 
trees. However, the maximum area of ground disturbance required to accommodate 
facilities for any single campsite, excluding shared parking, fuel modification and restroom 
facilities, and campsites specifically designed to facilitate disabled access, shall be limited to 
the least environmental damaging alternative meeting project objectives. 

 
Overnight Camp Implementation Measure 10: Proposed campsite locations shall 
be evaluated by a qualified biologist or environmental resource specialist to ensure that, to 
the maximum extent feasible, 1) campsites are appropriately located in previously 
disturbed areas (except those described in Policy 3.6 of the City of Malibu Land Use Plan), 
2) campsites are appropriately set back from the top of bank of any adjacent stream, and 
3) to assess potential impacts to adjacent habitat areas and provide recommendations for 
mitigation, as applicable. 

 
The planned parking areas, minor self-contained restroom facilities, emergency fire  
shelters, fire truck storage sheds, water tanks, and limited retaining walls would be located 
and designed so as not to be substantially visible from Pacific Coast Highway, Kanan Dume 
Road, Latigo Canyon Road, or Corral Canyon Road and are sited to minimize disturbance 
to existing trees to the maximum extent feasible. In addition, the proposed Plan 
improvements would be subject to Chapter 6 of the City of Malibu’s Local Implementation 
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Plan (LIP), which includes specific development standards (e.g., designing structures to blend 
into the natural hillside setting, minimizing grading, etc.) to enhance and protect the scenic 
and visual qualities of the coastal and mountain areas within the City.   
 
With implementation of the proposed Plan’s policies and implementation measures, 
including the Tree Protection Plan, compliance with the City’s LIP, and incorporation of the 
many project design features of the proposed Plan, the potential for scenic resources to be 
damaged within view from Pacific Coast Highway, Kanan Dume Road, Latigo Canyon Road, 
or Corral Canyon Road from implementation of the proposed improvements would be 
minimized. As a result, potential impacts on scenic resources in view from scenic highways 
would be considered less than significant. 
 
Ramirez Canyon Park 
 
The proposed expanded parking facilities, camp and day-use areas, hiking trails, and 
continued use of Ramirez Canyon Park for specialized programs would not substantially 
damage existing scenic resources in view from Pacific Coast Highway, a state designated 
eligible scenic highway or Kanan Dume Road, a locally designated scenic highway. 
 
The proposed three accessible day use areas, expanded onsite parking lot, and three 
regular campsites located within the meadow area are all sited in previously disturbed areas 
of the park. The parks dense vegetation and rather secluded location at the end of Ramirez 
Canyon minimizes the proposed Park improvements visibility from a public viewpoint. 
Although up to 73 trees would experience some level of disturbance from implementation 
of the proposed improvements at the park, none of theses trees would be removed, but 
instead would be preserved in place. 
 
The proposed improvements at Ramirez Canyon Park also include the Wooden Bridge 
Replacement Plan and widening of Ramirez Canyon Road to meet emergency access 
requirements as discussed in detail in Section 2.0, Project Description. The proposed bridge 
replacement plan involves the replacement of the wood bridge over Ramirez Canyon 
Creek next to the park in order to be able to support a 25-ton fire truck, while the 
widening of Ramirez Canyon Road is proposed to provide adequate emergency access 
along this roadway. The proposed bridge replacement plan would not be visible from a 
scenic highway and would not disturb or remove any native or non-native trees. However, 
the proposed widening of Ramirez Canyon Road would disturb 34 native trees and would 
likely require the removal of a limited number of trees. Any removed trees would be 
mitigated according to both the Tree Protection Plan and the City’s LIP, which require a 10:1 
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tree replacement ratio and monitoring for ten years.  
The proposed Kanan Dume parking area would transform an existing informal dirt parking 
area adjacent to Kanan Dume Road to a formal paved parking area with designated parking 
stalls, the change would not damage existing scenic resources in view from Kanan Dume 
Road. Furthermore, no permanent structures are proposed that would obstruct public 
views along Kanan Dume Road.  
 
In addition, the proposed emergency secondary access along Via Acero would utilize an 
existing mostly paved roadway. The roadway would require widening only near the lower 
portion of the existing roadway, and therefore, would not damage existing scenic resources 
in view from public roadways, nor are there any permanent structures proposed along this 
secondary access roadway that would obstruct public views. 
 
As discussed above, the proposed Plan includes several policies and implementation 
measures including the Plan’s Tree Protection Plan, which would ensure potential impacts on 
the scenic resources in the area, are minimized through appropriate siting and design of the 
proposed improvements to minimize grading and vegetation removal to minimize potential 
impacts on public viewsheds of the area from scenic highways.  
 
In addition, the proposed improvements would be subject to Chapter 6 of the City of 
Malibu’s Local Implementation Plan (LIP), which includes specific development standards 
(e.g., designing structures to blend into the natural hillside setting, minimizing grading, etc.) 
to enhance and protect the scenic and visual qualities of the coastal and mountain areas 
within the City.   
 
Therefore, implementation of the proposed Plan’s visual resources policies and 
implementation measures, compliance with the Plan’s Tree Protection Plan and Chapter 6 of 
the City’s LIP, and incorporation of the many project design features of the proposed Plan 
(e.g., improvements located within existing disturbed areas and sited to minimize visibility), 
would minimize the potential for damage to existing scenic resources in view from Pacific 
Coast Highway and Kanan Dume Road from implementation of the proposed 
improvements. As a result, potential impacts on the existing scenic resources in view from 
state and local scenic highways would be considered less than significant. 
 
Escondido Canyon Park 
 
The proposed expanded parking facilities, camp and day-use areas, and hiking trails at 
Escondido Canyon Park would not damage scenic resources in view of a state scenic 
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highway (Pacific Coast Highway) or a locally designated scenic highway (Latigo Canyon 
Road). The proposed improvements are not visible from Pacific Coast Highway and only 
limited views are available from Latigo Canyon Road due to the topography and dense 
vegetation occurring in the area.   
 
Although most of the improvements are minor in scale (e.g., picnic tables, a drinking 
fountain, hose bibbs, a bike rack, and an information kiosk) and have been specifically sited 
and designed to minimize their visibility from public viewpoints, up to nine (9) trees would 
experience some level of disturbance from the proposed camp area pad cut and fill and 
clearance trimming. However, the Plan includes a Tree Protection Plan (see Appendix F) that 
provides specific measures to protect and preserve the trees in place. 
 
Furthermore, as discussed above, the proposed Plan includes several policies and 
implementation measures, which would ensure potential impacts on the scenic resources in 
the area, are minimized through appropriate siting and design of the proposed 
improvements to minimize grading and vegetation removal to minimize potential impacts on 
public viewsheds of the area from scenic highways.  
 
In addition, the proposed improvements would be subject to Chapter 6 of the City of 
Malibu’s Local Implementation Plan (LIP), which includes specific development standards 
(e.g., designing structures to blend into the natural hillside setting, minimizing grading, etc.) 
to enhance and protect the scenic and visual qualities of the coastal and mountain areas 
within the City.   
 
With implementation of the proposed Plan’s visual resources policies and implementation 
measures, compliance with the Plan’s Tree Protection Plan and Chapter 6 of the City’s LIP, 
and incorporation of the many project design features of the proposed Plan (e.g., 
improvements located within existing disturbed areas and sited to minimize visibility), 
would minimize the potential for damage to existing scenic resources in view from Pacific 
Coast Highway or Latigo Canyon Road from implementation of the proposed 
improvements at Escondido Canyon Park. As a result, potential impacts on the existing 
scenic resources in view from state and local scenic highways would be considered less than 
significant. 
 
Latigo Canyon Trailhead/Campground 
 
The proposed parking facility, camp area, and water tank proposed at the Latigo Trailhead 
property would not damage any scenic resources in view from a state or locally designated 
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scenic highway. Although 15 trees would experience minor encroachment from cut and fill 
activities, the Plan includes a Tree Protection Plan (see Appendix F) that provides specific 
measures to protect and preserve trees in place. 
 
The proposed improvements at Latigo Canyon Trailhead would be located in an area 
previously disturbed and occupied by a single-family residence, which is not visible from 
Pacific Coast Highway due to the natural screening from the topography of the area. A 
portion of the trailhead area is visible from Latigo Canyon Road; however, no scenic 
resources would be damaged from implementation of the proposed parking and camping 
facilities at this site. Furthermore, as discussed above, the proposed Plan includes several 
policies and implementation measures, which would ensure potential impacts on the scenic 
resources in the area are minimized through appropriate siting and design to minimize 
grading and vegetation removal to minimize potential impacts on public viewsheds of the 
area from scenic highways.  
 
In addition, the proposed improvements would be subject to Chapter 6 of the City of 
Malibu’s Local Implementation Plan (LIP), which includes specific development standards 
(e.g., designing structures to blend into the natural hillside setting, minimizing grading, etc.) 
to enhance and protect the scenic and visual qualities of the coastal and mountain areas 
within the City.   
 
With implementation of the proposed Plan’s visual resources policies and implementation 
measures, compliance with the Plan’s Tree Protection Plan and Chapter 6 of the City’s LIP, 
and incorporation of the many project design features of the proposed Plan (e.g., 
improvements located within existing disturbed areas and sited to minimize visibility), 
would minimize the potential for damage to existing scenic resources in view from Pacific 
Coast Highway or Latigo Canyon Road from implementation of the proposed 
improvements at the Latigo Canyon Trailhead. As a result, potential impacts on the existing 
scenic resources in view from state and local scenic highways would be considered less than 
significant. 
 
Corral Canyon Park 
 
The proposed camp host site, truck storage shed, parking area, and campsites at Corral 
Canyon Park would not damage scenic resources in view of a state scenic highway (Pacific 
Coast Highway) or a locally designated scenic highway (Corral Canyon Road). The 
proposed improvements are located, for the most part in previously disturbed areas and 
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designed to minimize grading and visibility from public viewing locations. Due to the natural 
topography and vegetation that occurs in the park, most of the proposed improvements 
would not be viewable from Pacific Coast Highway or Corral Canyon Road. Although up to 
11 trees would experience some level of disturbance, none of the trees would be removed 
as a result of implementation of the proposed improvements. Furthermore, the Plan 
includes a Tree Protection Plan (see Appendix F) that provides specific measures to protect 
and preserve trees in place (e.g., 10:1 tree replacement ratio and monitoring for up to 10 
years). 
 
As discussed above, the proposed Plan includes several policies and implementation 
measures, which would ensure potential impacts on the scenic resources in the area, are 
minimized through appropriate siting and design to minimize grading and vegetation 
removal to minimize potential impacts on public viewsheds of the area from scenic 
highways.  
 
In addition, the proposed improvements would be subject to Chapter 6 of the City of 
Malibu’s Local Implementation Plan (LIP), which includes specific development standards 
(e.g., designing structures to blend into the natural hillside setting, minimizing grading, etc.) 
to enhance and protect the scenic and visual qualities of the coastal and mountain areas 
within the City.   
 
With implementation of the proposed Plan’s visual resources policies and implementation 
measures, compliance with the Plan’s Tree Protection Plan and Chapter 6 of the City’s LIP, 
and incorporation of the many project design features of the proposed Plan (e.g., 
improvements located within existing disturbed areas and sited to minimize visibility), 
would minimize the potential for damage to existing scenic resources in view from Pacific 
Coast Highway or Corral Canyon Road from implementation of the proposed 
improvements at Corral Canyon Park. As a result, potential impacts on the existing scenic 
resources in view from state and local scenic highways would be considered less than 
significant. 
 
Malibu Bluffs Park 
 
The proposed park improvements, which include new parking areas, regular and accessible 
campsites, tent cabins, camp host sites, self-contained restrooms, emergency fire shelters, 
fire truck storage shed, water tanks, bike racks, information kiosks, and limited trail 
improvements would not damage scenic resources in view of a state scenic highway (Pacific 
Coast Highway) or a locally designated scenic highway (Malibu Canyon Road). A majority of 
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the improvements are minor in scale (e.g., camp areas, trails, picnic tables, a drinking 
fountain, hose bibbs, a bike rack, and an information kiosk) and have been specifically sited 
and designed to minimize their visibility from public viewpoints. In addition, no trees would 
be disturbed from implementation of the proposed improvements. Furthermore, a berm 
with native and non-native vegetation exists along a majority of the property fronting Pacific 
Coast Highway, which obstructs most views of the site and the ocean from the highway 
(see Figures 5.1-6 thru 5.1-11). However, where the berm is low or non-existent, 
undisturbed views of the site and ocean are available from Pacific Coast Highway (see 
Figures 5.1-9 and 5.1-10). No views of the Plan site are afforded from Malibu Canyon Road 
due to the steep topography of the area obstructing views of Malibu Bluffs from this 
roadway. 
 
As discussed above, the proposed Plan includes several policies and implementation 
measures, which would ensure potential impacts on the scenic resources in the area, are 
minimized through appropriate siting and design to minimize grading and vegetation 
removal to minimize potential impacts on public viewsheds of the area from scenic 
highways.  
 
Furthermore, the proposed improvements would be subject to Chapter 6 of the City of 
Malibu’s Local Implementation Plan (LIP), which includes specific development standards 
(e.g., designing structures to blend into the natural hillside setting, minimizing grading, etc.) 
to enhance and protect the scenic and visual qualities of the coastal and mountain areas 
within the City.   
 
With implementation of the proposed Plan’s visual resources policies and implementation 
measures, compliance with Chapter 6 of the City’s LIP, incorporation of the many project 
design features of the proposed Plan (e.g., improvements located within existing disturbed 
areas and sited to minimize visibility) and mitigation measures MM VIS-1.1, MM VIS-1.2, and 
MM VIS-1.3, would minimize the potential for damage to existing scenic resources in view 
from Pacific Coast Highway from implementation of the proposed improvements at Malibu 
Bluffs. As a result, potential impacts on the existing scenic resources in view from state and 
local scenic highways would be considered less than significant, with mitigation. 
 
Trail System  
 
The Plan would construct major components of an expansive trail system planned for the 
Malibu coastal area and the larger Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area 
(SMMNRA), thus connecting a number of federal and state-owned parklands in the Plan 
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area. The proposed trail improvements would complete trail connections for the Coastal 
Slope Trail and its ultimate connection to the Beach to Backbone Trail (in Corral Canyon), 
which would provide access to and between adjacent urban areas of Los Angeles and 
Ventura Counties, the larger SMMNRA, and to the shoreline within the City of Malibu (see 
Figure 2-20). The proposed Plan also includes trails proposed in accordance with current 
accessibility guidelines and technical requirements. Proposed accessible trails connect with 
other proposed accessible facilities, including campsites, restrooms, and parking areas. 
 
As discussed above, the proposed Plan includes several policies and implementation 
measures, which would ensure potential impacts on the scenic resources in the area are 
minimized through appropriate siting and design of the proposed improvements to 
minimize grading and vegetation removal so not to impact public viewsheds of the area 
from scenic highways.  
 
Furthermore, the proposed improvements would be subject to Chapter 6 of the City of 
Malibu’s Local Implementation Plan (LIP), which includes specific development standards 
(e.g., designing structures to blend into the natural hillside setting, minimizing grading, etc.) 
to enhance and protect the scenic and visual qualities of the coastal and mountain areas 
within the City.   
 
Implementation of the proposed Plan’s visual resources policies and implementation 
measures, compliance with Chapter 6 of the City’s LIP, and incorporation of the many 
project design features of the proposed Plan would minimize the potential for damage to 
existing scenic resources in view from Pacific Coast Highway or any of the locally 
designated scenic roadways (Kanan Dume Road, Latigo Canyon Road, Corral Canyon Road, 
or Malibu Canyon Road) from implementation of the proposed improvements in the Plan 
area. As a result, potential impacts on existing scenic resources in view from state and local 
scenic highways would be considered less than significant. 
 
Mitigation Measures 
 
With implementation of the proposed Plan’s visual resources policies and implementation 
measures, compliance with Chapter 6 of the City’s LIP, incorporation of the many project 
design features of the proposed Plan (e.g., improvements located within existing disturbed 
areas and sited to minimize visibility) and mitigation measures MM VIS-1.1, MM VIS-1.2, and 
MM VIS-1.3, impacts on views from a state or local designated scenic highway would not be 
significant, no additional mitigation measures are required. 
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Residual Impacts 
 
Impacts on public views from a state or local scenic highway would be less than significant 
(Class II). 
 
Impact VIS-3: Implementation of the Plan’s proposed improvements 

would not include the introduction of new permanent 
lighting.  Therefore, the Plan would not create a new 
source of substantial light or glare affecting existing day or 
nighttime views in the area; associated impacts are 
considered less than significant.  

 
The Plan’s proposed improvements do not include the introduction of any new building, 
security, landscaping, or street lighting, beyond the extension of electrical service to each of 
the proposed six (6) camp host sites. The proposed new restroom facilities are designed to 
take advantage of natural lighting through non-reflective skylights and vents. Furthermore, 
construction activity associated with implementation of the proposed improvements would 
not create an increase in nighttime lighting or glare. The Plan does not include the use of 
nighttime security lighting for construction equipment during implementation of the Plan’s 
improvements. No reflective elements are included as part of the proposed Plan. 
 
Although, the Plan would allow the extension of electrical service to the proposed six new 
camp host sites and would permit temporary lighting for special events and allow campers 
to use flashlights and lanterns, any lighting associated with the special events, camp host 
sites and campers would be temporary and not significant enough to affect existing day or 
nighttime views in the area. Therefore, potential light and glare impacts to light sensitive 
land uses, such as the surrounding residential neighborhoods in proximity to the Plan area 
from implementation of the Plan would be considered less than significant.  
 
Ramirez Canyon Park 
 
The proposed improvements at Ramirez Canyon Park do not include the introduction of 
new lighting. The proposed improvements would primarily take place within existing 
facilities without the addition of new lighting.  No lighting is proposed as part of the day-use 
and camping areas.  The restrooms would be designed to utilize natural lighting.  
Furthermore, no lighting is proposed as part of the bridge replacement plan, widening of 
Ramirez Canyon Road or the secondary emergency access along Via Acero. Lighting at 
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Ramirez Canyon Park is not visible from Pacific Coast Highway or the beach. Although 
there may be an increase in lighting associated with occasional special events, such as up 
lighting of trees, light strands along walkways and driveways, potential light and glare 
impacts to light sensitive land uses, such as the surrounding residential neighborhoods in 
proximity Ramirez Canyon Park from implementation of the proposed improvements 
would be considered less than significant, due to the remote location of Ramirez Canyon 
Park in the back of the canyon, dense vegetation throughout the area, and the temporary 
nature of the events, which requires special events to shut down by 9:00 p.m., Sunday 
through Thursday, and 10:00 p.m., Friday and Saturday. 
 
Escondido Canyon Park 
 
The proposed improvements at Escondido Canyon Park do not include the introduction of 
new lighting, with the exception of one electrical hook-up for the camp host site located at 
the proposed parking lot and occasional flashlight and lantern use by overnight campers. 
Any lighting associated with the camp host site and campers would be confined to the camp 
host and tent sites and would be temporary in use. The restrooms would be designed to 
utilize natural lighting.  Therefore, potential light and glare impacts to light sensitive land 
uses, such as the surrounding residential neighborhoods in proximity Escondido Canyon 
Park from implementation of the proposed improvements would be considered less than 
significant.  
 
Latigo Canyon Trailhead/Campground 
 
The proposed improvements at the Latigo Canyon Trailhead do not include the 
introduction of new lighting and/or any reflective elements that could produce glare from 
the site. However, the proposed Plan does include an electrical hook-up for the camp host 
site located at the proposed parking lot and allows use of flashlights and lanterns for 
overnight campers. Any lighting associated with the camp host site and campers would be 
confined to the camp host and tent sites and would be temporary in use. The restroom 
would be designed to utilize natural lighting through of non-reflective vents.  Therefore, 
potential light and glare impacts to light sensitive land uses, such as the surrounding 
residential neighborhoods in proximity the Latigo Canyon Trailhead from implementation 
of the proposed improvements would be considered less than significant.  
 
Corral Canyon Park 
 
The proposed improvements at Corral Canyon Park do not include the introduction of 
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new lighting, with the exception of one electrical hook-up for the camp host site located 
behind the existing restaurant at the existing Corral Canyon Park trailhead parking lot. Any 
lighting associated with the camp host site would be confined to the camp host site and 
would be temporary in use. Lighting associated with overnight campers would include the 
use of flashlights and lanterns. Any lighting associated with the overnight campers would 
mostly be confined to the camp sites and would be temporary in use. The restrooms would 
be designed to utilize natural lighting.  Therefore, potential light and glare impacts to light 
sensitive land uses, such as the surrounding residential neighborhoods in proximity Corral 
Canyon Park from implementation of the proposed improvements would be considered less 
than significant.  
 
Malibu Bluffs Park 
 
The proposed improvements at Malibu Bluffs do not include the introduction of new 
lighting, with the exception of three electrical hook-ups for the three camp host sites 
located within the Malibu Bluffs Park. Any lighting associated with the camp host sites and 
overnight campers (e.g., flashlights/lanterns) would be confined to the camp host and camps 
sites and would be temporary in use. The restrooms would be designed to utilize natural 
lighting.  Therefore, potential light and glare impacts to light sensitive land uses, such as the 
surrounding residential neighborhoods in proximity to Malibu Bluffs from implementation of 
the proposed improvements would be considered less than significant.  
 
Trail System 
 
The proposed trail system improvements within the Plan area do not include the 
introduction of new lighting.  Therefore, potential light and glare impacts to light sensitive 
land uses, such as the surrounding residential neighborhoods in proximity to the Plan area 
from implementation of the proposed trail system improvements would be considered less 
than significant.  
 
Mitigation Measures 
 
Although impacts from the introduction of new lighting and glare would not be significant, 
the following mitigation measure is recommended to ensure lighting associated with special 
events is minimized. 
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MM VIS-3 Exterior lighting associated with special events shall be minimized and 
restricted to low intensity fixtures, shielded, and concealed to the maximum 
extent feasible so that no light source is directly visible from public viewing 
areas.  

 
  Plan Requirement and Timing: Lighting plans shall be prepared and 

submitted to MRCA for review and approval prior to installation or use.   
 
  Monitoring:  MRCA shall review and approve lighting plans consistent with 

this mitigation.  MRCA staff shall inspect Plan sites during to verify 
compliance with this requirement. 

 
Residual Impacts 
 
Impacts on aesthetic and visual resources would be less than significant (Class III). 
 
Impact VIS-4: Implementation of the Plan’s proposed improvements 

would not involve development of significant vertical 
structures that would create an adverse effect on a scenic 
vista. Therefore, potential impacts are considered less than 
significant.  

 
The proposed Plan improvements do not involve development of significant vertical 
structures with the exception of minor self-contained restroom improvements for trail 
users and park visitors, water tanks, emergency fire shelters, and fire truck storage sheds at 
specific parks. Minor grading for new trails and park facilities that include the self-contained 
restroom structures, water tanks, emergency fire shelters, and fire truck storage sheds and 
minor retaining walls for trail support would potentially be visible from public viewing areas; 
however, with the exception of the water tanks, the restroom structures, emergency fire 
shelters, and storage sheds are designed to be clustered in specific locations that are not 
visible from primary viewing areas and are sufficiently setback within the parklands so that 
they would not be visible from the beach or Pacific Coast Highway. The proposed water 
tanks are situated in elevated areas above proposed parking and camping areas in order to 
provide water pressure via gravity from each water tank. As a result, potential impacts 
affecting a scenic vista from implementation of the Plan’s water tanks would be considered 
potentially significant.  
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The proposed Plan also includes development of a uniform and comprehensive park and 
trail sign program. The Plan includes the following policies and implementation measures 
describing the location, content, and design of the signs.  
 

Signs Policy 1: A uniform and comprehensive park and trail sign program, which is 
essential for identifying park areas, permitted uses, support facilities, sensitive habitats, and 
adjacent land uses, shall be applied to all new trail and park area improvements as 
appropriate and shall be subject to the implementation measures included in this Plan.  
 
Signs Policy 2: A uniform and comprehensive sign program shall be developed and 
utilized, consistent with the guidelines and recommendations of the draft Santa Monica 
Mountains Area Recreation Trails Coordination Project  (SMMART) report, to assist the 
public in identifying public parks, and locating and recognizing trail access points, public 
support facilities, potential natural hazards, and park rules. In areas containing 
environmentally sensitive habitat or safety hazards, signs shall be posted in English and in 
Spanish, where appropriate, with a description of the sensitive habitat or safety hazard 
once the trail is opened for public use. The sign program shall also be designed to 
minimize conflicts between public and private property uses. 
 
Signs Policy 3: Signs shall be located and designed to be subordinate to natural park 
areas and shall not substantially intrude into or obstruct public scenic viewing areas.   
 
Signs Location, Content and Design 
 
Sign Implementation Measure 1: Signs shall be provided at all park locations, as 
determined necessary and appropriate by the Conservancy/MRCA, to provide information 
relative to, among other things, trails, regulations, natural resources, and services. 
 

• Trail signs shall be provided for visitors beyond the trailhead and shall include 
distance to destination points and information about trail conditions and 
accessibility that will help visitors determine the level of trail difficulty. 

 
• Regulatory signs shall be provided at park entrance areas, staging areas or 

gathering points and may include, but need not be limited to, the following 
information: 1) permitted use of the area or facility being posted, 2) general 
regulations at trail-heads, 3) general regulations at jurisdiction boundaries, 4) 
regulations required to promote safe use of an area (including limitations on fires) 
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and resource protection, and 5) identification of private property boundaries. 
 

• Services signs identifying services and/or support facilities for the park visitor shall 
be provided in locations as determined appropriate by the managing agency. 

 
• Educational/interpretive signs shall be provided in public use areas in or adjacent 

to ESHA that identify natural resources and explain their special nature or role in 
the local ecosystem. 

 
Sign Implementation Measure 2: Sign appearance shall be standardized for easy 
recognition by visitors including face, font, capitalization, colors, icons, materials, and 
dimensions, except where unique signage is used to identify architecturally significant 
structures in Ramirez Canyon Park. 
 
Sign Implementation Measure 3: Trail improvements must provide adequate signs at 
all access points, trailheads, parking lots, road crossings, and linkages or intersections with 
other trails or roads, and must provide adequate safety signs, including, but not limited to, 
road crossing signs and yield/warning signs on multi-use trail segments. 
 
Sign Implementation Measure 4: Final plans for location and content of proposed trail 
and park signs shall be submitted for review and comment to the Outdoor Recreation 
Planner of the National Park Service to ensure continuity of signs between the park 
properties in the Plan area.  
 
Sign Implementation Measure 5: The Conservancy/MRCA shall retain the services of 
a bilingual consultant who will assist in determining which of those regulatory, 
informational, and directional signs should be posted in both English and Spanish. 
 

Although the Plan policies and implementation measures provide guidance on the type of 
signs necessary to assist the public in identifying public parks, and locating and recognizing 
trail access points, public support facilities, potential natural hazards, and park rules, the 
Plan does not include a detailed “sign plan”, which includes details relative to location, size, 
material, and content of signs for each project component, which would also outline 
restrictions as to where signs may be located to minimize potential impacts on visual 
resources. As a result, potential impacts affecting a scenic vista from implementation of the 
Plan’s proposed signs would be considered potentially significant.  
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Ramirez Canyon Park 
 
The proposed improvements at Ramirez Canyon Park do not include any significant vertical 
structures, with exception of two restroom facilities that would be connected to the 
existing onsite wastewater treatment system at the park. No water tanks, emergency fire 
shelters, or fire truck storage sheds are proposed at the park. The proposed wood bridge 
replacement and widening of Ramirez Canyon Road do not include any significant vertical 
structures. Furthermore, the proposed improvements are not visible from the beach or 
Pacific Coast Highway and most of the improvements are sufficiently setback within the 
parkland so that they would not be visible from primary viewing areas. Therefore, 
implementation of the proposed improvements at Ramirez Canyon Park, including the 
wood bridge replacement and widening of Ramirez Canyon Road would not involve the 
development of significant vertical structures that would create an adverse effect on a 
scenic vista. As a result, potential impacts are considered less than significant.  
 
Escondido Canyon Park 
 
The proposed improvements at Escondido Canyon Park do not include any significant 
vertical structures, with exception of three restroom facilities, a emergency fire shelter, and 
one water tank. Implementation of the proposed improvements at Escondido Canyon Park 
are located down gradient between 20 to 40 feet of the adjacent roadway and residences 
and are not visible from the beach or Pacific Coast Highway, and are sufficiently setback 
within the parkland so that they would not create an adverse effect on a scenic vista from 
primary viewing areas near the park. As a result, potential impacts are considered less than 
significant.  
 
Latigo Canyon Trailhead/Campground 
 
The proposed improvements at the Latigo Trailhead do not include any significant vertical 
structures, with exception of one restroom facility, emergency fire shelter, and one water 
tank. The proposed improvements are not visible from the beach or Pacific Coast Highway 
and are sufficiently setback and screened by existing vegetation within the trailhead 
property so that they would not obstruct a scenic vista from primary viewing areas.  As a 
result, potential impacts are considered less than significant.  
 
Corral Canyon Park 
 
The proposed improvements at Corral Canyon Park do not include any significant vertical 
structures, with exception of three restroom facilities, an emergency fire shelter, a fire 
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truck storage shed, and one water tank. However, most of the proposed improvements at 
Corral Canyon Park are sufficiently setback from the adjacent Pacific Coast Highway and 
are not visible from the beach or Pacific Coast Highway. The exception is the proposed 
water tank that is situated just below the ridgeline above the lower camp area, which would 
be visible from Pacific Coast Highway. As a result, a potential aesthetic and visual resource 
impact from the proposed water tank near the ridgeline is considered potentially significant.  
 
Malibu Bluffs Park 
 
The proposed improvements at Malibu Bluffs do not include any significant vertical 
structures, with exception of seven (7) restroom facilities, two water tanks, three fire 
emergency fire shelters, and a fire truck storage shed.  The restroom structures, water 
tanks, emergency fire shelters, and storage shed have been designed to be clustered in 
specific locations to minimize visibility from primary viewing areas and sufficiently setback 
within the parklands so that they would not be visible from the beach. Views of the 
proposed improvements would be visible intermittently from Pacific Coast Highway where 
the natural topography provides open views of the park. However, through implementation 
of the Plan’s proposed policies and implementation measures that require appropriate siting 
and design of the proposed improvements to minimize visibility of the improvements, which 
may include vegetation screening, use of natural colors that are compatible with the 
surrounding landscape, use of the topography and dense vegetation of the area to naturally 
screen the areas from public views, and employ natural materials that blend with the 
surrounding earth materials and landscape, most of the proposed improvements would not 
create an impact on a scenic vista. The exception are the two proposed water tanks that 
are 13 feet high and are located adjacent to or in close proximity to Pacific Coast Highway, 
which has the potential to impact views from Pacific Coast Highway. As a result, potential 
impacts are considered potentially significant.  
 
Trail System 
 
The proposed trail system improvements do not include any significant vertical structures, 
with exception of necessary retaining walls to support critical trail linkages on hillside 
terrain and where no other alternative route or method for trail support is available. The 
Plan requires that retaining walls not exceed six feet and that stepped or terraced retaining 
walls up to twelve feet in height, with planting in between, would be allowed where 
necessary. All retaining walls are to be designed with natural materials or would 
incorporate veneers, texturing and/or colors that blend with the surrounding earth 
materials or landscape. 
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The Plan provides for landscape screening measures to reduce visibility of the retaining 
walls to minimize the potential impacts to visual resources. Therefore, implementation of 
the proposed trail system improvements in the Plan area would not involve the 
development of significant vertical structures that would create an adverse effect on a 
scenic vista. As a result, potential impacts are considered less than significant.  
 
Mitigation Measures 
 
Implementation of the Plan’s visual resources and sign policies and implementation 
measures, compliance with Chapter 6 of the City’s LIP, and incorporation of measures MM 
VIS-1.1, 1.2, and 1.3 and MM VIS-5 below would ensure that the design and construction of 
the Plan’s proposed park and trail improvements, in particularly the proposed water tanks 
and signs are sited to minimize potential impacts on aesthetic and visual resources in the 
Plan area to a level of less than significant.  
 
 
MM VIS-5 A Comprehensive Sign Plan detailing the location, size, design, content, and 

maintenance of signs shall be prepared.  
 
  Plan Requirement and Timing: The Comprehensive Sign Plan shall be 

prepared and submitted to Coastal Commission staff for review and 
approval prior to installation of signs.   

   
  Monitoring:  Prior to installation of signs, MRCA shall review the final Sign 

Plan to ensure consistency with the plans recommendations. MRCA staff 
shall inspect signs to verify compliance with this requirement. 

 
Residual Impacts 
 
Implementation of the Plan’s policies and implementation measures and incorporation of 
Mitigation Measures VIS-1 and VIS-5 would reduce the potential impacts on aesthetic and 
visual resources to a less than significant (Class II) level. 
 
Impact VIS-5: Implementation of the Plan’s proposed improvements 

would not conflict with any adopted visual resource policies. 
Therefore, potential impacts are considered less than 
significant.  
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The proposed Plan includes a number of policies and implementation measures that were 
specifically developed so that the proposed improvements for trails, campsites, and parking 
facilities are visually compatible with the character of the area and are designed to protect 
the visual resources of the Plan area consistent with the various visual resource policies of 
the Coastal Act and the City of Malibu’s General Plan and Local Coastal Program. Section 
4.0, Consistency with Plans and Policies provides an in depth analysis and discussion of how the 
Plan is consistent with the applicable visual resource policies of the local and regional 
agencies. As a result, the Plan’s proposed improvements would not conflict with any 
adopted visual resource policy and therefore, potential impacts are considered less than 
significant. 
 
Ramirez Canyon Park 
 
The proposed improvements at Ramirez Canyon Park were specifically developed so that 
the proposed improvements for trails, campsites, and parking facilities are visually 
compatible with the character of the area and are designed to protect the visual resources 
of the area consistent with the various visual resource policies of the Coastal Act and the 
City of Malibu’s General Plan and Local Coastal Program. In addition, the proposed wooden 
bridge replacement plan and widening of Ramirez Canyon Road were also specifically 
developed so that the proposed improvements are visually compatible with the character of 
the area and are designed to protect the visual resources of the area consistent with the 
various visual resource policies of the Coastal Act and the City of Malibu’s General Plan and 
Local Coastal Program. Furthermore, with incorporation of mitigation measure MM VIS-4, 
which requires that exterior lighting associated with special events be minimized and 
restricted to low intensity fixtures, shielded, and concealed to the maximum extent feasible 
so that no light source is directly visible from public viewing areas, the proposed 
improvements at Ramirez Canyon Park would not conflict with any adopted visual resource 
policy and therefore, potential impacts are considered potentially significant, but mitigable.  
 
Escondido Canyon Park 
 
The proposed improvements at Escondido Canyon Park were specifically developed so that 
the proposed improvements for trails, campsites, and parking facilities are visually 
compatible with the character of the area and are designed to protect the visual resources 
of the area consistent with the various visual resource policies of the Coastal Act and the 
City of Malibu’s General Plan and Local Coastal Program.  As a result, the proposed 
improvements at Escondido Canyon Park would not conflict with any adopted visual 
resource policy and therefore, potential impacts are considered less than significant. 
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Latigo Canyon Trailhead/Campground 
 
The proposed improvements at the Latigo Trailhead were specifically developed so that the 
proposed improvements for trails, campsites, and parking facilities are visually compatible 
with the character of the area and are designed to protect the visual resources of the area 
consistent with the various visual resource policies of the Coastal Act and the City of 
Malibu’s General Plan and Local Coastal Program.  As a result, the proposed improvements 
at Latigo Trailhead would not conflict with any adopted visual resource policy and 
therefore, potential impacts are considered less than significant. 
 
Corral Canyon Park 
 
The proposed improvements at Corral Canyon Park were specifically developed so that the 
proposed improvements for trails, campsites, and parking facilities are visually compatible 
with the character of the area and are designed to protect the visual resources of the area 
consistent with the various visual resource policies of the Coastal Act and the City of 
Malibu’s General Plan and Local Coastal Program.  As a result, the proposed improvements 
at Corral Canyon Park would not conflict with any adopted visual resource policy and 
therefore, potential impacts are considered less than significant. 
 
Malibu Bluffs  
 
The proposed improvements at Malibu Bluffs were specifically developed so that the 
proposed improvements for trails, campsites, and parking facilities are visually compatible 
with the character of the area and are designed to protect the visual resources of the area 
consistent with the various visual resource policies of the Coastal Act and the City of 
Malibu’s General Plan and Local Coastal Program.  Furthermore, with incorporation of 
mitigation measure MM VIS-2, which requires Parking Area 3 be constructed below grade 
level of Pacific Coast Highway to minimize impact on blue-water ocean views, the proposed 
improvements at Malibu Bluffs would not conflict with any adopted visual resource policy 
and therefore, potential impacts are considered potentially significant, but mitigable. 
 
Trail System 
 
The proposed trail system improvements in the Plan area were specifically developed so 
that the proposed trail improvements are visually compatible with the character of the area 
and are designed to protect the visual resources of the area consistent with the various 
visual resource policies of the Coastal Act and the City of Malibu’s General Plan and Local 



MALIBU PARKS PUBLIC ACCESS ENHANCEMENT PLAN 
PUBLIC WORKS PLAN DRAFT EIR                                              5.1  Aesthetics/Visual Resources 

 
 

DUDEK                         5.1-123                     

Coastal Program.  As a result, the proposed trail system improvements in the Plan area 
would not conflict with any adopted visual resource policy and therefore, potential impacts 
are considered less than significant. 
 
Mitigation Measures 
  
With incorporation of measures MM VIS-2 and MM VIS-4, potential inconsistency with 
visual resources policies is minimized to a less than significant level. As a result, no 
additional mitigation measures are required. 
 
Residual Impacts 
 
Incorporation of measures MM VIS-2 and MM VIS-4 would reduce potential impacts on 
visual resource policies to less than significant (Class II). 
 
Analysis of Impacts Post-Mitigation 
 
Impact VIS-6: Implementation of mitigation measures intended to reduce 

impacts associated with the proposed Plan’s improvements 
would not substantially degrade the existing visual 
character or the quality of the Plan area and surrounding 
area. Therefore, impacts to visual resources would be 
considered less than significant.  

 
In addition to analysis of the project (as proposed), CEQA requires that an EIR discuss the 
environmental impacts associated with the implementation of any required mitigation.  This 
section, therefore, evaluates how mitigation measures required in other sections of this EIR 
would affect visual resources. 
 
The mitigation measures identified in the following environmental impact analysis sections 
would have a less than significant impact related to visual resources, as no impacts to 
existing visual resources would occur: 
 

 Agricultural Resources 
 Air Quality 
 Cultural Resources 
 Geology, Soils, and Seismic Hazards 
 Global Climate Change 
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 Hazardous Materials 
 Hydrology, Drainage, and Water Quality 
 Land Use and Planning 
 Noise 
 Public Services 
 Recreation 
 Transportation, Circulation, and Parking 
 Utilities/Service Systems 

 
Mitigations related to Biological Resources would, however, require off-site land resources 
in order to accommodate the required 3:1 biological mitigation. None of the mitigation 
sites would substantially degrade existing visual resources in the area, and would actually 
enhance visual resources through the proposed habitat restoration of the off-site areas. 
  
Mitigations related to Fire Hazards require fuel modification areas adjacent to all project 
components to gradually reduce fire intensity and flame lengths from advancing fire by 
reducing fuels, placing thinning zones, restricted vegetation zones, and irrigated zones.  The 
fuel modification areas would be located adjacent to project components, which are sited 
and designed to avoid and/or minimize impacts to existing visual resources, and therefore, as 
with the project components, the proposed fuel modification areas are located in areas that 
would not substantially degrade existing visual resources in the Plan area.  
 
Finally, the proposed mitigations within other sections of the DEIR would not affect existing 
visual resources nor would it create a new source of substantial light and glare. For these 
reasons, implementation of the proposed mitigations would not create changes in the 
existing environment which, due to their location or nature, could result in degrading 
and/or damaging visual resources in the Plan and surrounding area.  
 
Therefore, implementation of the proposed mitigations would have a less than significant 
impact on visual resources. 
 
Residual Impacts 
 
Implementation of mitigation measures intended to reduce impacts associated with the 
proposed Plan’s improvements would not result in changes in the existing environment 
which, due to their location or nature, could result in 1) substantially degrade the existing 
visual character or quality of the Plan area and its surrounding, 2) substantially damage 
scenic resources, 3) create a new source of substantial light and glare, which would 
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area, 4) have a substantial adverse effect on a 
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scenic vista, or 5) conflict with adopted visual resource policies.   Therefore, associated 
impacts to visual resources would be less than significant (Class III). 
 

5.1.3  Cumulative Impacts 
 
Cumulative projects are shown in Table 3-1 of Section 3.6, Projects Considered for Cumulative 
Analysis. The Plan Area’s contribution to cumulative visual impacts is evaluated below. 
Where necessary, mitigation is identified to reduce the Plan Area’s ”cumulatively 
considerable” contribution to a less than “cumulatively considerable” level.  The Area of 
Influence, or geographic region for the respective environmental resource for which 
cumulative projects are assessed, is identified below and forms the basis of the cumulative 
impact analysis for this section. 
 
Area of Influence: The Plan area is located on the coastal slopes of the Santa Monica 
Mountains and is bounded by the Pacific Ocean to the south, unincorporated Los Angeles 
County and National Park Land (Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area) to the 
north, east, and west.  Therefore, the Area of Influence for considering cumulative impacts 
on aesthetic and visual resources is the City of Malibu and the unincorporated coastal area 
of Los Angeles County. 
 
Cumulative demand within the Area of Influence includes the development of 38 single-
family dwellings, 2 condominiums, 216,793 square feet of commercial development, and 146 
hotel rooms, along with development of parks, trails, and open space at Trancas Canyon 
Park, Legacy Park, Lechuza Beach, and King Gillette Ranch (see Appendix Q). 
 
Impact VIS-7: Implementation of the Plan would not result in a 

cumulatively significant contribution to aesthetic and visual 
resource impacts in the Plan area; associated impacts 
would be less than significant.  

 
The existing visual character and aesthetic quality of the Plan area would not significantly 
change from implementation of the Plan’s proposed improvements. The proposed 
improvements are minor in nature and do not involve substantial grading and are sited and 
designed to minimize any potential visual impact. The Plan area abuts undeveloped National 
Park Service land to the north and rural residential development to the south, west and 
east. Development of other projects in vicinity to the Plan area would be subject to strict 
development guidelines contained in the City of Malibu’s Local Coast Program which 
ensure protection of visual resources of the area. As such, cumulative impacts to aesthetic 
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and visual resources would be considered less than significant (Class III).  
 
Mitigation Measures 
 
As no significant cumulative impacts relating to aesthetics and visual resources are 
identified, no mitigation measures are required. 
 
Residual Impacts 
 
There are no cumulatively significant impacts on aesthetics and visual resources; associated 
impacts would be less than significant (Class III). 




